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OLD TIMES 



ivar Mr. I'tWej 


On .unuarf X*. 1880, my father, C. 
, g lltton moved from Ms fathers’ 
niir Greenbank to what, Is now 

[f. r .| ctcc k. then It- w » s called Dog 
" wn We left grandfather’s farm 
'‘ riy In the morning with our house- 
J \ k l k r 0 otf8 loaded on two covered 
wagons. One wagon was driven by 
my uncle Samuel Sutton and the 
other by Asbury Sheets. Mother 
and 1 rode In Uncle Sam’s wagon 
rt hile father walked and drove two 
e . nvs> The first day we got as far as 

Travelers Repose, and there we spent 
the night with Mr Peter D. Yeager 
arid his good wife. 

In those days the East Fork of the 
f Greenbrier was not bridged so it was 
! necessary to ford the stream. Ice had 
frozen several feet from each bank of 
the stream, leaving a deep channel 
in the middle. It was necessary for 
the men assisted by Mr Yeager and 
his son Will, to cut achannel through 
the shore Ice so the wagons could get 
over. Then came Back River, or-as 
it Is now known, The West Fork of 
the Greenbrier, and it was much 
worse than the East Fork. Luck was 
with us, however, since R. B. Kerr 
*nd Harvey Cromer were there at a 
mill owned and operated by Mr Kerr, 
To cross this Fork the wagons were 




forced, to drop from two to three ^crew In 0De Saturday night, in Octo 


feet from the edge of the ice to the 
river bed. What a wonder they 
didn't upset. We managed however 
lo negotiate the ford and start up 
Cheat Mountain. After traveling all 
d i.v we reached Cheat Bridge and 
spent the night in the home of Mr 
Domer. (Right here I want to say 
that no one ever had a better friend 
than Mr. Cromer.) 

Mother bad walked and driven the 
; for quite some distance and had 
frozen her feet. The next morning 
it wa9 bitter cold as only it can be on 
Ir.eat Mountain. Mr Cromer sent 
mother and me on to the last top by 
to where a Mr Lindsay lived. 

arid Mrs Lindsay prepared a 
nner for the men who were 
/. 7 he wagons went on to the 

hat night, making the trip in 
daj*. Father left mother and 
i r o jiviuH. Uenlok Ward, and 
down to the farm the next 
■ Ward furui where we spent 
t u now part (if the prison 


ogs to the Ronccverte Boom. Well 
known men of Pocahontas county] 
were in the crew. Names such a 

Mu se are familiar .to the older getter 
atlon. Bland Nottingham, John W 
Carpenter, Sherman Sutton. Wise 
Glllisple, Harper Smith, Lewis Lynch 
and' J. A. (Jimmie) Kirkpatrick. 
Mr Kirkpatrick was the cook and his 
cuokee was Roland Scott. 

When tiie construction crew orw 
the Coal and Iron reached fcliat is i 
now Brocker, my father carried the 
mail to the camp. On days that he 
could not go 1 carried the mail oii 
horseback. A box was located in 
what is now the Lee Galford farm for 
one oT the camps, and from there 
down to the river and back to Dur¬ 
bin following the railroad grade. N. 
B. Arbogast, or Uncle Polie, as he 
was affetionately known, was post 
master and I was his assistant. 

Days when O’Connell and the con¬ 
struction camps pall off .were liable to 
be rough and 1 have changed the 
mail while John Bell or Gratz Slavins 
stood guard with a Winchester. 

When the C & I reached what is 
now West Durbin and the C & O 
what is now Durbin, both had tiieir 
survey through what is called the 
Narrows justl above Durbin.* Both 
roads were anxious to lay steel thro¬ 
ugh the gap and the C & O got the 
jump on the C & I They rushed a 
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ber 1902, Sunday saw intense aetiv 
ity and when evening came a fiat car 
loaded with ties stood at the end of 
steel. That is where the switch is 
located going into Pocahontas Tanning 
Company siding. 

I have seen Durbin grow from this 
start to,.where it is today. Located 
on U. S 250, the old, Staunton and 
and Parkersburg Turnpike and the 
junction of the W M and C & O. 

Rail Roads. Grown from two houses 

% 

a post office and one small country 
store to an almost model town. To 
day we have paved streets, a water 
system second to none in the state, 
modern electric lights and power 
from the West Penn, a consolidated 
Methodist Church, movies in a mod¬ 
ern theatre, and a graded school sec¬ 
ond to none in the county and closely 
crowding any in the state. No, Dur¬ 
bin hasn’t done so badly by herself. 

JJive credit lor our school to those 
men who in the past years have 
fought so hard for a high standard 
of learning. Mr I'lynn, Mr t Batson, 
.Mr Hedrick.,Mr Mc.MlllIon and Mr 
Pose >ver. These men, assisted by as 
line u group of touchers as anywhere 

In the Statu have made our school 
a (op rank log one. 

I in dlv started out to describe tho 
dtflm ruro in t tuiis port at ton between 
l. rei-nbink and Mill (“reek fifty years 

V* 'fjr 

»i" and today hut got sidetracked 

oid lamlded around until I have 
rlu n u cuudciiM’d Idduv of Uuibtn 

* I" 1 • it 1 1 o *v t lie dl ficnmec In inodes of 
i i aim) oi'tat ton I would MigycM a trip 
in a It* i;(t mudvi cat over Slain Haute 
i'l flltli 1), H, 

Mrs P F,Kiiitu, 

llufblit. W, Van •. * • 
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Hunters from Bath and Alleghany 
Counties. ViraJaia, are preparing to 
gather at Muddy Run; near Warm 
| Springs, on Thursday. February 1, to 
I hunt down the wolf or coyote which 
I tktt killed over one hundred head of 
lL i*ep for the farmers along Jacksons 

I K ffcr year It Is believed 

! ‘ ifrrjPrjr - is denning in the Rocky 

[Spring Hollow. 


, P a. -on I have roamed the hills .or 

Webster and adjoining counties 

' About the rears or 1927 and 1928 

The Cherry River Boom and Lumber 
Company had some Spaniards or half 
Mexicans near Tea Creek on Gauley 
One of their sports was dog fighting 
They also brought into Gauley cc> 
voles to fight their dogs. It was 
great sp rt to them I have seen 
them shipped-by'-Mpress-to -Camden 
on Gauley from Western' states 
Camaen on Gauley was the shipping 
point for the Gauley River^ lumber 
woods. Some of the coyotes were 
turned loose at Tea Creek and others 
escaped in the same locality. 

This may not be anything npw to 
j rou, but if you did not know it. then 
11 will be glad to have informed you 

j Claude A. Case. 

Lost Creek, W. Va, 


Years ago some prominent people 
in the world outside took to task my 
brother, the late Andrew Price: Jjow 
come rheTersTitecHEo ’*tt»eTo‘ this 
sparsely settled county, to hide under 
j a bushel his bright light as an able 
lawyer and writer. In time he gave 
reply, expressing his sentiments in a 
j really outstanding poem. I print it 
again, to show why we all like to live 
like Riley on Nameless Oreek, where 
we are so happy and so poo<: 

The life I live, the life I prize 
Seems tame to world-worn weary eyes; 
-Those frantic souls spurred on by 
lust, 

For power and place till all is dust; 
They never know the sweet release 
Among the purple hills of peace. 

I know not what the years may hold, 
My dreams may fade if I grow old, 
But this I know, each golden year, 
Makes home, and friends, and life 
more dear. 

m 

Each year the heavens brighter 
gleam, v 

Each year enhances field and stream. 
Dome with me to the mountain height 
Bathed in a flood of morning light. * 

On every side the mountains stand, 
Awful, indomitable, grand, 

Yet through an all-wise Thesmothete 
The wild flowers bloom about our feet 
I kouw 1 gaze with raptured eye, 

On scenes that once I idled by; 

I envy not the potentate, 

The rich, the mighty, high and great. 
My books, my frieads, my mountains 
free, 

FTave been and are enough for me. 
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If bee t0 deaI summarily 

turn ri r -‘‘ft! Harrls °° on his re 

vllll" -«^ W,8 I b n U s r ^°“ tb ® Hunter- 

in some way the word' 

the Judge and he went 

stead of J i.? y,,f , A,,t,l0f ^ Creek In ! 
X , « ?*' r,,ute ' M'e Lewis 

Jou?fell ,,,,,rs,,u to w p i£i 

*> the Judge In thu river. I 

V," j " : ' *° l 10 * mesa at 

roo*h J»T r f “i"' 11 fc ’" t i 

., * » * lr,d'>w I,v I I,,. t „f Hi,- 

.. ' •»''! 'll,-,I »II t.tn 

|poSm 2 f "" * .. . 
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It whs Spencer J Jay ton who came 
Into the broach. He came here from 
SiunmerBvUle, over the Nicholas Trail 
through the Hlacif Forest. Jt Is said 
ho disliked to wear shoes, and that 
he walked the distance barefooted, 
carrying his shoes and only putting 
them on when lie came In Bight of 
the court house. Anyway, the ser¬ 
vice of a strong lawyer was then 
available to an opposed people, 
don’t know of any of the trumped up 
murder cases coming to trial; certain 
ly there were no convictions; eventu¬ 
ally through the years the Indict 
ments were thrown out of court. 

As for the indictment against Cap 
tain Stapher In some way appeal was 
taken to the Federal Court at Clarks 
burg, where the case was- baffled 
along until the state restored the 
right of franchise to the Confederate 
soldier, and then dropped. ~ 

. This, sketchily, Is the tradition of 
Spencer Dsyton, the lawyer from the 
N°rth, in Pocahontas county at a 
time when a lot of good people sure 
needed the help be so ably and so 
(Cheerfully rendered them. v > 

RraDdJuryreiurnlDcllctmentsformur 

der agalpst many of our promloent 

Sets an? hadbeen Confederate 
civil court to answer for acts of war 

T/LT? ° f Ieaked out that the in- 

would be quashed by the ' 

helrd tpn n a , Sh consld erati ff n. I never 
In?taken aDy . of the true bills be 

crooked way. M y recollection ?sThe! 
m ur f rec ords will show the indict 

... oo.M?,* I9 ‘" C..S?, 

HomeMlolt lhe . e, ^ htles “benVridw 

nomer Holt was'on the h fc nrvh K 


All this is just leading up P* 
that the late Spencer Dayton appear 
ed on the scene at a time when a 
o good people were in need of an ad 
vocate. The local attorneys were de 
barred by reason of the test oath.. 
They could not swear they had not* 
aided and abetted the late Southern 
Confederacy. 

Incidentally one of them, Captain 
D. A. Sfcopherdid stand and so swear. 
Having raised a whole company, call[ 
ed the Pocahontas Rescues, andt 
imarched them off In the Tin Cup 
Campaign to Philippi as their cap 
tain; having collected some five min 
nie balIs In his body during the fol-; 
lowing four years of war, the doughty 
captain was promptly indicted for 
false swearing. Then he too appar* 
ently stood in need of an advocate as 
m uch as anybody else.- 
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, .... ic connected 

The »"»-■ The wlfe 

with the D*-'‘ on ,,L„ was a Miss 
ofJudpe A , ' „ ic the Honorable 
Slnset; tWIJ * charleston, leadlDR 
Arthur n»> ton c shakesperlan 

.‘h^leneratlon. and a recog 

nlied art critic anJ leading up to 

painting ’ p sy ton was the 

s»y Is the l«te nayt0 n. He 

came Hom Connecticut alongabout 
, It hg earl) fifties or 

fate forties to practice law. This be 
did extensively In » "hole blockof 
counties which are now In central 
West Virginia. Incidentally when 
grandson, Arthur, moved from 

r„.,i pharipfiton some Tears 


It was Spencer i>ayt*on who came i * ,, 
into the breach. He came here from A ' 1 teeing up sa ^ 

Summersvllle, over the Nicholas Trail * ate Spencer Dayton appear 

through the BlacK Forest. It is said ed °° tbe scene at a t[me wheti 4 ,ot 
he disliked to wear shoes, and that ! of people were in need of an ad- 

- voeatfl _|Fhe local attorneys were d© 


he walked the distance barefooted 
carrying his shoes and only putting 
them on when be came In sight of 
the court house, Anyway the ser 
vice of a strong lawyer was then 
available to an opposed people I 
don’t know of any of the trumped up 
murder cases coming to trial; certain J 
ly there were no convictions; eventu¬ 
ally through the years the indict 
njents were fclirown out of court 

As for the indictment against Can 
tain Stapber to some way appeal wL 
taken to the ederal Court at Clarks 

burs, where the case was baffled 


, OUrtUC restored the 

right of franchise to the Confederate 
soldier, and then dropped. 

This, sketchily, is the tradition of 
spencer Dsyton, the lawyer from the 
Aorth, in Pocahontas county at a 
time when a lot of good people sure 
needed the help he so ably and so 
cheerfully rendered them. 
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oar red by reason of the test oath 
They could not sw*ear they had not 
aided and abetted the late Southern 

Confederacy. 

Incidentally one of them, Captain 
A. Stopherdid stand and so swear. 
Having raised a whole company, call 
ed the Pocahontas Rescues, and 
marched them off in the Tin Cup 
Campaign to Philippi as their cap 
tain: having collected some five min 
nie balls In his body during the fob 

,ow in * four years of war, the doughty 
cap ain was promptly indicted for 
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ently stood in need of an advocate as 
m uch as anybody else.* 
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Philippi to Charleston some years | was baffled I w “s promptly indicted fo 

since, the name of Dayton was remov | tbt 1T llen h « *» appar 

ed from the list of attorneys at the 
bar of parbour county, where It held 
honorable position for eighty years— 
grandfather, son and grandson 

Spencer Dayton Is a tradition in 
Pocahontas county, and I have let J 
the old people dieoff without finding 
out about his practice and service 

here in reconstruction times. Of grandjurv return i " 

course his family lias written some der against man ln Gictments for mur 
thing about him and his ancestors people Their !! ji our P rom ibent 
tracing the line over to Old England soldiers ani * iad been Confederate 
and even running it down to Kunny |civ|]lcourt tn W6ro tiaiJ ed before a 

T( .., „ co answer t or acts of war 


and even running it down to Runny 
Meade, whatever and wherever that 
was. I reckon I ought Dot admit 1 
am so provincial and narrow as to 
have small interest beyond my own 
Valley and State. But theD doggone 


dictment would^ ° Ut Ul3t the in ‘ 

iudge for cash* 1 consideration d T * ^ 

heard tell of anr n fi! a 1 Dever 
in^ taton . l ^ e true bills be 


*-wucu uu^^uue fh T t . t-ne true bi s Hp 

4 miD can eisil y take in too much! '**[*\ ea care of in this easy ouiet * 
territory md spread himself too thln. “'°°^ e ' J My recollection ffi 

hm boundary somewhere. I aea-nst Captaiu JacobV tol 


— ^c«nere. t h^n * captain Jacob W Mar 

?n% e ,T n lm “f dlatel - v ,0,lowin e'w as nn°/ ,K le I9t “ Vi ^lnia Cavalry , 
-^4* between the states, thank * as Dot thrown on t - -- . 


toe war between the states, the re 
construct Ion jnd R e was a carpetbag 
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s B omet°L U |n r0 the Z* court 

Homer Holt was^ Jud * e 

»* ^ come Into"promlnence 1 ^ some 0r ^ nlz 

Vr r rf for defense <° t”e' »!««the Judge Harrton onT.?^’ 

p racyon the lilph seas. tu rn to Lewisburg from the n,,„t f8 

hrHnant younp lawyer leake d to 'the judee and W ° rd 
- Clear l.l, homo i„. , JUt . ,Re . and l >8 went 
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his clients of by way of Anthony C^ekln 

5» eg *.«. 

. ‘T Valley dipped Ihe j„d K e In the river. 

• i; t, lu* wuh I hen tbo iii f hr« , 
u JBBOn. Item In Hie Lewlabur* £! ,*?*■ 0 * ®oss at 

- . ■ • ■ ,* ■ vataJtb . 

1,1 * ">vfi r(tCt>lli*f»r irtf.v i.. , 

fnPf.lnr.e 4 H W.tlooi In ji poor liousc 
' vVulOTIino. 
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